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1.  Summarize special skills and qualifications you have acquired through your MLS industry 
involvement, including your volunteer work with CMLS and other organizations that bring value 
to the CMLS membership.  
Over the past 20+ years I have made many friends and relationships in the real estate information business that 
provide me with a broad perspective on the current trends in our industry. I am eager to use the knowledge, 
friendships and relationships for the betterment of the real estate industry. I firmly believe that local MLSs are best 
able to serve the needs of the local brokers and agents that helped to build these critical institutions. 
 
● 17 Years as a Staff Director at the Houston Association of REALTORS responsible for procurement, contracting and 
licensing pertaining to the residential MLS and the commercial CIE. 
● 5 years as the EVP of Landata, the real estate in subsidiary of Stewart Title Co. The Houston Association was our 
largest client and this is how I was introduced to the MLS industry. 
● 8 years as a real estate researcher and paralegal for 2 large law firms in Houston and Honolulu. 
 

2. What do you see as the most important issues, opportunities, and threats that CMLS must 
address to remain relevant to our members and their stakeholders while taking an insightful, 
forward-thinking approach to provide solutions that lead to a better marketplace? 

Issues: 
• Supporting Add/Edit from third parties like UpStream and Bridge 
• Maintaining the independence of MLSs as an expansive NAR business model seeks to consolidate control. 
• Cooperating local Realtor associations that will be struggling to comply with NAR Core Standards 
 
Opportunities: 
• Incorporating new technology and innovation to improve the overall transaction experience for brokers, agents 
and principals. 
• Evolving our policies to better support new brokerage models that are striving to deliver a better consumer 
experience. 
• Finding new ways to cooperate and collaborate with other innovative service providers. 
 
Threats – The major threat that perceive is insufficient attention to the overall consumer experience provided by 
MLSs. It is easy for our organizations to become focused on the demands of a few large brokers, loud agents and 
politically influential associations at the expense of home buyers and sellers. Unless MLSs are helping to deliver an 
excellent experience for consumers, then our solutions will be bypassed. 

 
3. What is the most important reason you decided to submit an application for consideration to 

serve on the CMLS Board of Directors? And, in the event you are not elected to office, are you still 
willing to serve in another area or capacity?  
I can be an articulate advocate for pragmatism. It is important to me that these issues are addressed and 
the opportunities pursued. CMLS has a role to play and I feel that I can be more effective if I am on the 
Board of Directors helping to do the work. 
 
Yes, If I am not elected, I am willing to serve in any capacity that CMLS’ elected leadership or staff would 
find helpful. 
 
 



 
Biography 
 
Sam Scott 

 Joined the Houston Association of Realtors in 1999 as the Director of Information and Commercial Services. Responsible 
for administering MLS data access policies as well as procurement of information for use with the MLS. Also manages 
the Commercial Information Exchange. 

 Prior to joining HAR, he was the executive vice president of Landata, the real estate information subsidiary of Stewart 
Title for over 5 years and was responsible for delivering integrated “tax” data for the Houston MLS. 

 Worked in the Houston office of Vinson & Elkins as a Real Estate Analyst for 5 years.  In that capacity he was responsible 
for projects in: Real Estate Development, Energy Systems, Property Condemnation, Financial Institution Restructuring 
and Litigation Support. 

 He held a similar position for 2 years with the Honolulu Law Firm of Carlsmith Ball.  Where he specialized in 
Development, Land Title and Litigation Support 

 Economics Degree from Rice University. 
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