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1.  Summarize special skills and qualifications you have acquired through your MLS industry 
involvement, including your volunteer work with CMLS and other organizations that bring value 
to the CMLS membership.  
I have been the CEO of CarolinaMLS since February of 2001 during which time it has grown in membership as well as 
operational sophistication. In 2000 CarolinaMLS had 5000 subscribers; today we service over 11,000 subscribers and 
wholesale to an additional 3000.  CarolinaMLS changed its governance structure in 2001 creating a separate Board of 
Directors from the Charlotte Regional Realtor® Association, its parent entity and sole shareholder.  
 
CarolinaMLS staff and I have involved ourselves in every possible organization that touches on MLS including CMLS, 
NAR, RESO, COVE, MLSDomains as well as the multitude of vendors with which we deal. Since 2005 I have personally 
been involved in a number of groups and efforts involving the MLS including:   

• COVE member since 2005 
• COVE Executive Committee since 2011 
• Realtor.com MLS Advisory Board member since 2012 
• NAR MLS Executives Advisory Group to NAR Leadership Team since 2012 MLS Representative appointed to 

the NAR Board of Directors in 2008 and 2017 MLS Grid Board of Managers since 2015 
• Formerly I served as chair of the NAR MLS Executives 

 
I have also spoken on numerous panels at NAR, COVE and CMLS conferences as well as local and regional 
conferences.  
 
While I am not a "techie", I am an attorney. I find that my mind works in a way such that I often see things a little 
differently and bring a unique perspective than most in the MLS industry, but at the same time I have a tremendous 
amount of respect for the technologists in our industry who really are the driving force behind all we do. 
 

2. What do you see as the most important issues, opportunities, and threats that CMLS must 
address to remain relevant to our members and their stakeholders while taking an insightful, 
forward-thinking approach to provide solutions that lead to a better marketplace? 
I think the MLS industry needs to do more to demonstrate its value proposition to brokers and agents. 
There is a reason everyone wants MLS data and is willing to pay for it (or try to steal it). I am not about 
"keeping the data" in an effort to control it more just for control sake or to hinder innovation but I do think 
that there is a lack of understanding, and to a certain extent, lack of respect, for what MLSs do to make the 
data more valuable than other sources.  
 
I think the role of the MLS is far beyond cooperation and compensation but we cannot dismiss that critical 
foundation. MLS rules, rules enforcement, business rules all contribute to the accuracy.  
MLSs can and should be at the forefront of working with the brokerage industry to maintain brokerage 
relevance to the consumer.  
 
We are not doing ourselves any benefit working in a silo. We are in it, in partnership with the brokerage 
community and my hope is that the brokerage community will become more aware of what an ally the 
MLS is and we can do more together to improve the process and the costs of real estate brokerage. 
 
 



 
3. What is the most important reason you decided to submit an application for consideration to 

serve on the CMLS Board of Directors? And, in the event you are not elected to office, are you still 
willing to serve in another area or capacity?  
The most important reason I decided to submit an application to serve is that I believe it is time for me to 
get more directly involved in CMLS in a leadership capacity on the Board of Directors. I believe we are on 
the cusp of a critical shift in the structure, governance and operation of MLSs and it is important more now 
than ever to demonstrate the value proposition of the MLS to brokers and agents. The marketing 
campaign launched by CMLS at mid-year is a great start but more needs to be done.  
 
If I am not elected, I am willing to serve in other areas and in any capacity in which I am needed. 
 

Biography 
 
Anne Marie DeCatsye, Esq. has been chief executive officer of the Charlotte Regional Realtor® Association and 
CarolinaMLS since February 1, 2001, having served as general counsel for the association/MLS for the seven 
months prior. Previously, she served as deputy executive director of the Real Estate and Building Industry 
Coalition (REBIC) from 1995 to 2000 functioning as the Government Affairs Director for the association. 

 
DeCatsye is serving on the 2017 National Association of Realtors® (NAR) Board of Directors representing large 
regional MLSs and the NAR Association Executives Committee (AEC), and she will continue to serve on the MLS 
Executive Advisory Group to the NAR Leadership Team and the realtor.com® MLS Advisory Board. DeCatsye 
previously served on the 2016 NAR AE Strategic Actions Committee.  She has been a member of COVE since 2005 
and has served on its Executive Committee since 2011.  She also serves as the corporate secretary for the MLS 
Grid.  

 
DeCatsye has served on several NAR committees, including the NAR Housing Summit and Governance 
Presidential Advisory Group, the Risk Management committee, the Legal Action committee and Association 
Executive committee. She previously served as chair of the MLS Executives Forum in addition to representing 
large regional MLSs on the 2008 NAR Board of Directors. 

 
DeCatsye was named one of the Charlotte Business Journal’s 40 under 40 in 2001. She served on the Executive 
Committee of the Housing Charlotte 2007 Implementation Committee and was co-chair of the Incentive-Based 
Inclusionary Housing Policies Subcommittee. In the spring of 2009, DeCatsye was named one of Charlotte’s Most 
Influential Women by The Mecklenburg Times, and she was honored by The Charlotte Business Journal in the 
summer of 2009 with the prestigious Women in Business Award. 

 
In addition to a bachelor’s in English and philosophy from Creighton University, DeCatsye earned a law degree 
from The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., while working full time on Capitol Hill.   

 
DeCatsye is active in the greater Charlotte business community and has been invited to speak on numerous 
panels about the Charlotte housing market.  She also appears monthly to discuss real-estate related news on the 
local cable channel.   
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